Structure of the Book of Esther
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A  The king’s proud feast (1:1-22)


( The king deposed Queen Vashti


( Letters sent throughout the empire

B  Esther becomes queen (2:1-18)


( The king gives a feast in her honor


( gives gifts
C  The king’s life is saved (2:19-23)


( Those plotting to kill the king are killed
D  Haman’s plot: Haman convinces the king to send royal edict to kill Jews on Adar 13 (3:1-4:3)


( Haman to destroy: “If it please the king, let it be written”


( Destroy, kill, and annihilate Jews; plunder their goods 


( Edict in all languages, sealed with the king’s signet, sent by couriers


( Susa is distressed at the edict; Mordecai dresses in sackcloth

E  Mordecai learns of Haman’s plot; Mordecai appeals to Esther to risk all to stop Haman

     (4:4-17)

F  Esther invites the king and Haman to her first banquet (5:1-14)


( Haman builds gallows to hang Mordecai


( The king asks Esther, “What is your petition?”


( “it will be given you, even up to half my kingdom”


G Turning Point: Haman’s fortunes turn; he honors Mordecai the Jew! (6:1-14)

F’ Esther invites the king and Haman to her second banquet (7:1-10)


( Haman hanged on gallows he built for Mordecai


( The king ask s Esther, “What is your petition?”


( “it will be given you, even up to half my kingdom”

E’ Mordecai and Esther given Haman’s estate (8:1-2)

D’ Haman’s plot foiled: Esther convinces the king to send a second royal edict to allow Jews to kill their enemies on Adar 13 (8:3-17)


( Esther to the king: “If it please the king…let it be written”

( Destroy, kill, and annihilate enemies; plunder their goods


( Edict in all languages, sealed with the king’s signet, sent by couriers

( Susa rejoices at the edict; Mordecai dresses royally; joy

C’ Jews’ lives are saved (9:1-10)


( Those plotting to kill the Jews are killed

B’ Esther wins second day for Jews in Susa (9:11-19)


( another feast day instituted because of Esther (annual feast will perpetually honor Esther!)


( Giving of gifts
A’  Jews’ Feast of Purim (9:20-10:3)


( The king promotes Mordecai

( Letters sent throughout empire
